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Thorictus johni sp. nov. from Nigeria
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Abstract. The new species Thorictus johni sp. nov. rom Nigeria is described, illustrated and compared with similar
species belonging to the Thorictus orientalis species group.

INTRODUCTION

The subfamily Thorictinae includes two tribes: Thorictini and Thaumaphrastini. The tribe
Thorictini contains three genera Afrothorictus Andreae, 1967, Macrothorictus Andreae, 1967
and Thorictus Germar, 1834. The genus Thorictus Germar, 1834 contains about 158 species
and subspecies worldwide (Hava 2003, 2010). The first catalogue of the Thorictinae was
published by Hetschko & Wasmann (1925) and supplemented by Hetschko (1926, 1930).
The revision of the tribe Thorictini from the Afrotropical region was published by John &
Andreae (1967) and Andreae (1967); further new species were described by Hava & Lackner
(2005) from Benin and by Hava & Lenoir (2008) from Burkina Faso.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

The following abbreviations refer to the collection where the examined material is
deposited:
BMNH British Museum Natural History [= The Natural History Museum], London,
United Kingdom;
JHAC author’s collections.
The following measurements were made:
BL body length (measured from the head anterior margin to the apex of the elytra).
BW body width (measured between two anterolateral humeral calli).
PL pronotum length (measured from the top of the anterior margin to scutellum).
PW pronotum width (measured between the two posterior angles of pronotum).
All measurements are given in millimeters.
Male genitalia were not studied. Differential diagnoses of aedeagi are often
problematical and interspecific variation is currently very poorly defined (John, 1963). The
two species groups were stated by John (1963).
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DESCRIPTION
Genus Thorictus Germar, 1834

Thorictus johni sp. nov.
(Figs 1-2)

Type material. Holotype (not sexed): ,,N. Nigeria, Kano, nr. Nguru, viii.1949, R. W. Howe*
\ ,,com. Inst. Ent., coll. No. 11391“ \ ,from stored groundnuts“, (BMNH). Paratypes (6
spec.): the same data as holotype, (4 BMNH, 2 JHAC). Type specimens provided with label:
»~HOLOTYPE (or PARATYPE, respectivelly) Thorictus johni sp. n. Jiti Hava det. 2008*.
[printed, red label].

Description of holotype. Body small, brown, covered by very short, yellow setae on dorsal
and ventral surfaces. Measurements (mm): BL 1.95 BW 1.02 PL 0.75 PW 1.02. Head finely
punctate with very short yellow setae. Labial palpi entirely brown. Antennae brown, with
11 antennomeres, antennal club compact, with 3 antennomeres. Pronotum as finely punctate
as head, covered by short yellow setation. Lateral margin of pronotum very finely dentate.
Pronotum in posterior part near scutellum without bumps. Ventral posterior pronotal angles
with long setation. Scutellum very small and not visible from above. Elytra very finely
punctate, bump with foveate-reticulate punctures. Each elytron in anterior part near scutellum
with one large bump. Epipleuron finely punctate, anterior angles without setation.

Figs 1-2. Thorictus johni sp. nov.: 1- head; 2- ventral aspect of pronotum, epipleuron, metepisternum (le- lateral
eyes, e- epipleuron, p- pronotum, me- metepisternum).
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Metepisternum with yellow setation on anterior part (the setation is long and forms large
tuft); on posterior and lateral parts, the setation is short and decumbent. Prosternum finely
punctate. Mesosternum with foveolate punctures. Metasternum finely punctate. Visible
abdominal sternites very finely punctate, covered by very short yellow setae. Legs brown,
covered by yellow setae.

Variability. Body measurements (mm): BL 1.95-2.07 BW 1.02-1.07 PL 0.75-0.8 PW 1.02-
1.07.

Differential diagnosis. The new species belongs to the “T. orientalis species group” defined
by (John, 1963), and is visualy similar to Thorictus beninensis Hava & Lackner, 2005, but
differs from it by the form of lateral eyes on head (Fig. 1), pronotal ventral pubescence
and metepisternal pubescence (Fig. 2). 7. beninensis: metepisternum without pubescence on
lateral and posterior parts; lateral eyes on head is oval.

Name derivation. Patronymic, the species name is dedicated in memoriam to Dr. Hans John,
a specialist in Thorictinae and Discolomidae.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS. I wish to express my thanks to Sharon Shute (BMNH) for loan of the interesting
material and to Vladimir Novak (Brandys nad Labem, Czech Republic) for his critical comments and linguistic
revision.

REFERENCES

ANDREAE H. 1967: Uber siidafrikanische Thorictidae, pp. 161-199. In: JouN H. & ANDREAE H.: Revision der Gattung
Thorictus Germar (Coleoptera, Thorictidae). III. Teil. Entomologische Abhandlungen und Berichte aus dem
Staatlichen Museum fiir Tierkunde in Dresden 34: 145-199.

HAvA J. 2003: World Catalogue of the Dermestidae (Coleoptera). Studie a Zpravy Oblastniho Muzea Praha-vychod
v Brandyse nad Labem a Staré Boleslavi, Supplementum 1: 1-196.

HAvA J. 2010: Dermestidae World (Coleoptera). Permanent World Wide Web electronic publication (open in 2004):
http://'www.dermestidae. wz.cz

HAvA J. & LACKNER T. 2005: Thorictus beninensis sp. nov. from Benin (Coleoptera: Dermestidae: Thorictini).
Entomological Problems 35: 159-160.

HAVA J. & LENOIR A. 2008: Thorictus martinezi sp. n. from Burkina Faso (Coleoptera: Dermestidae: Thorictini).
Calodema Supplementary Paper 77: 1-5.

HETSCHKO A. 1926: Coleopterorum Catalogus. Pars 83 - Thorictidae, Catopochrotidae, Monoedidae, Synteliidae,
Cossyphodidae, 15 pp. In: JUNK W. & SCHENKLING S. (eds.): Coleopterorum Catalogus. Berlin: W. Junk.

HETSCHKO A. 1930: Coleopterorum Catalogus. Pars 109 - Cucujidae, Thorictidae (Suppl.), Cossyphodidae (Suppl.).
In: JUNK W. & SCHENKLING S. (eds.): Coleopterorum Catalogus. Berlin: W. Junk, 122 pp. + 2 pp. no numbered

HETSCHKO A. & WASMANN E. 1925: Uebersicht der Thorictidae mit Angabe der Wirte. Wiener Entomologische
Zeitung 42: 183-189.

JouN H. 1963: Revision der Gattung Thorictus Germar (Thorictidae, Clavicornia Col.). Eine Bestandaufnahme,
Kritik und Neubeschreibungen. Entomologische Abhandlungen und Berichte aus dem Staatlichen Museum

SiirTierkunde in Dresden 28: 177-255.

JouN H. & ANDREAE H. 1967: Revision der Gattung Thorictus Germar (Coleoptera, Thorictidae). III. Teil.
Entomologische Abhandlungen und Berichte aus dem Staatlichen Museum fiir Tierkunde in Dresden 34: 145-
199.

Received: 15.5.2010
Accepted: 30.5.2010

37



38




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


